SELECT BOARD / CEDR meeting

May 6, 2014

Facilitated by Karen Hogness

Brief over view of the CEDR.  Issues that we came up with last fall Tonight’s meeting focusing on importance of preparing for town meeting and getting out the vote.

Next Combination meeting September so that Paul Marks can attend

Cell Tower - Construction started. Supposed to have 2 carriers.  No one had any new news.

Water -  Meeting Beth, Glen Ayers, and Rob and Paul Mark -Partnering with DEP - Rob proposed a more local over site - with DEP over site - as opposed to where we are now which has limited capacity as it is in variances and "grandfathering" in new businesses.  With the water being "bedrock" wells it is different than the wells that ware in the eastern part of the state.  (Unconsolidated)  there surface activity can really affect the water supply.  It is now a political issue - Paul marks said with the change of the administration (state) he needs as much information as possible.

Is there any action that this group can take - none for now, although town and FRCOG will be gathering information.  Town is thinking of a hybridized system - private wells and public water.

Bruce felt that it would be a hard sell for the town to go all-public as many have already spent a huge amount on wells.

Beth will reach out to Paul Marks to set a date for September.   

Sewer - requested that they would like to be in the loop as to permitting.  Beth is working on steps for how businesses can set-up business and that was a place for the sewer district to be contacted.  Board of Health could also help in steering people to the district.  

Rob suggested that the Board of Health can also start conversation when change of use comes up.

Jim Williams - researched that the Sewer district was built for 50,000 gallons a day and we are currently at 13,000 gallons.  State begins to have MORE Scrutiny at 80% or 40,000 gallons per day. Back in the day, in the towns  'hey day’ 1990’s we were getting close to 34,000 gal per day.

Dallas, which had similar technology to ours, was able to add capacity with UV membrane and not increasing the footprint.  Even doubling their capacity.  

Side note: Berkshire East is trying to take over the Warfield House. 

Rob added that there has been much discussion at the regional level on

the sewer districts - he feels that the Sewer district is a bottleneck

for development.

To be continued at our next meeting –

Pentathlon - Bruce said there were160 competitors - which was 50 more than last year.

The change of the bike race in town had +/-'s traffic (runner, bikers, cars)  was bad - spectating was great.  How can we make it a town festival - and expand on it?  All in all it worked out ok -transition of the bike course had issues.

The team is working on working through the issues.  the town should work to really make these events  "festive".

1200 have signed up for the Bone Frog -  May 17th.

John and Brian - Bone Frog organizer would probably be open to having the town help this out.

Beth - is researching what are towns are doing to make the events successful.

Bruce it would be good to call a meeting of Pentathlon group and the town to work together.  This really makes a difference.  Wilmington VT is opening an adventure center to really capitalize on the recreation opportunities- and they hired a town administrator.

Karen - we need to figure out what is needed

Cheryl - makes a great opportunity to bring in realtors etc for the event.

Beth - we need to come together - and work on these ideas.

Ways to Promote the town - and we need to get them on the Town Crier.

Trails -

Bruce will lead a trail hike on Wednesday the 14th at 6pm.  Meet at the Warfield house.

Beth - There is grant money for trail maintenance if the funds go through the town.  Rob added that toilet facilities would be good.

Organization behind this is - New England Mountain bike Association is the group behind it.  Of note: if you don't charge - you are liability free.

Clean-up - day needs to be set.

Kiosks are on hold as we need trail makers.

Carla - suggested the Parks and Recreation department could facilitate. Which might help with grant conduits. Beth wondered if there was a concern  - gray area as the trails are on private land.  Bruce suggested that a deeded right of way for land owners might resolve this.

On agenda for next Round Table meeting

Broadband  - The annual fee is on the warrant - but beyond that the funding from the state has not been resolved as of yet.  There is a concern that this could take quite a while.  However it is in the Senate - and with the governor’s race this may be stalled.

Karen suggested that at Town Meeting people needed to speak-up and

support the annual fee.

Cheryl - we need to have more information to really discuss internet

question and when this might come forward.

Zoning -  New zoning proposal making it simple and clear cut for people to start businesses in town.  (There was no planning board member at the meeting.  A lot of hard work has gone into this,)

unknown where the town is on the issue.

There was some concern that people will fear the change and distrust this, however it is sorely needed.

Carla - thought it would be good to contact Diane Broncaccio, Gisela

would be the person she should talk to have an article in the Recorder.

Beth said she could call her and let her know that it is coming up.

Controversy - is the historical concerns regarding Zoning in general.

Cheryl - We need to have every one get one phone and encourage people

to come to the meeting.

Phone call list - encourage people to vote yes.

Town administrator - Town administrator position is going forward and has been added as a line item on the budget.  With the idea of funding half of it this year - with town administrator hired Jan 1.  Fulltime position.  Recommended by the DOR.

Select board and Finance committee unanimously agreed that this was a needed position.  Personal management would also be part of this position.  Currently there is no one working on personnel issues etc.  Also they need someone working on grants etc.

This person would work directly with the Select board and town members.  The town will be writing job description for this position.

DOR revue said that it will help the Select board become more efficient and less administrative, so that they could really deal with more important matters.

Phone call list - encourage people to vote yes.

Town Meeting - How are they going to publicize the town meeting.

May 27th, However the bylaw part may be postponed until the following week.

Robo call will go out prior to the meeting.

Elections are at 7 - meeting is at 7:30.  And it will be a late meeting.

Issues -

· Budgetary - Town administrator, warrant articles are rather standard -


funding increase in schools, Some minor increases.  Over all increase


is 3%.  250 committee ($12,000),  Kiosk by Bissell bridge:  $3000 for


the Library for technology upgrades.  Fire Department has $2000 for


technology upgrade.

· Non-budgetary


Citizens ability to recall elected officials.


Petition to make the Town Clerk a elected position not appointed as it is now.  
Most towns have gone to appointed position as there are qualifications, etc. that 
need to be inplace so that the town can hold the person accountable 
(i.e.fireable).

Library

Library is having a controversy over location.  There are some people that want to move the library, but many people don't want it moved.

Karen - The Library needs to be part of the CEDR discussion.
Cheryl said we should have our next meeting at the Library.

Forestry meeting - this issue was postponed and will be on the agenda

for the CEDR meeting.

Next CEDR meeting  Tuesday - June 10th  at the library at 7pm.  Thanks to Beth and  Andrea Bernard, the Librarian .

Agenda

· Library

· Forestry

· trails and clean-up day

· Pairing up with the events to create Town wide events

· Bicentennial grant - there will be a summer work group on the through SFBA

Action Item - call or contact 10 friends to come to the town meeting.

The Town Meeting will be May 27th - with the likelihood that the meeting will be continued to the following Tuesday.

Film (Then There Was) that was made in Charlemont will have a screening in Shelburne Falls this summer

Hike at 6pm Wednesday the 14th at the Warfield.

Next Joint meeting September 16th.

