The Charlemont Economic Round Table

Charlemont Library (Town Hall) on Oct 9th at 7pm.
Present:  Cheryl Handsaker, Karen Hogress, Ken Hall (a little bit and then he had to go on an emergency call) and Rachel Porter

Agenda:
Focus Goals – 

· Cell Tower and high speed internet – Cell tower is almost up and running.  Fiber optics are almost done.

· Bob Handsaker stated (through Cheryl) that Paul Marks is really working hard on our behalf.  If anyone knows anyone in Savoy or Florida – please ask them to support high speed internet.  THANK YOU PAUL

· Water – Rob Lingle – sent a message – continue to be working with the DEP on the waiver – however they need information regarding Charlemont.  Glen Aires and the FRCOG board are working to resolve the issue.   Apparently, there is interest having a Chocolatier.  Jonathon.Secor@mcla.edu
· Sewer – 

· Town Administrator status and information sharing – The group decided that this item should be moved off our goal list as the town is in the process of hiring. 

New agenda additions: 

250 Celebration - Jerry Gosetti creating amazing 250 celebrations.  He really wants to make sure that that this should be used by town businesses to celebrate the town and market themselves.  The idea is to make a really big splash.  Here are the events that he is working on:

· This fall – Oct 19th at the photo shoot – Fairgrounds.  The aerial photo – the idea is to buy a T-shirt, to help with the cost – and then use as a promotional photo, record everyone who is in the photo.  Avery’s will have t-shirts for sale and there will be t-shirts for sale available on the day of the event.

· Bon Fire – will be the kick-off event.  Making it more of a winter festival.

· Cancellation of the stamp at the post office

· Registration kick-off and Town-wide scavenger hunt

· Hoping the new governor will come

· Historical tours – walkable and drivable

· Town-wide picnic at Hawlemont

· Trying to get the fountain at Hail to the Sun

· Yankee Doodle Day parade on July 25th
· Enhanced the Fireworks – or perhaps doing a laser light show in place of the fireworks

· Pumpkin people display –  

Extras – 

· Rafting companies will be putting on a race

· Schools to be putting on plays – Hawlemont and the Academy 

· Berkshire  East  - family oriented event

· Historical Commission

· Heritage Program

· Archeological Dig

· Bissell Bridge event

· Cold River  - will be doing wine and cheese

· Doug Johnson – free no license fishing derby day

· Zoar Outdoor – special rates for residents

· Berkshire Pizza – perhaps will be doing a dinner on the Long Bridge

· Church Progressive dinner – from church to church

· Warfield House - 1 or 2 day music fest – 

· Charlemont trail System – 250 bike and run

· Basketball 3 on 3 

· Mohawk Park – classic car show

· Historical Costume Ball as a finale – 

· Farmers – event or super-sized farm stand

Memorabilia – 

· Fran Avery – ornament

· Sweat and t-shirts

The 2015 group intends to publish a 16 page pull out on Charlemont - with pictures and ads.  Jerry wants every event that is going to happen in Charlemont during the year to be in this circular.   It will come out sometime in May.  All events will be listed even if they have already happened.

Visit the website:

If anyone knows of someone has an event or wants to do something they should contact Jerry.  All events count – from cleaning the river or whatever.  

Contact at http://charlemont250.org/
Card rack – 

There will be a local business card rack that will travel from event to event to that visitors will see what is available in town.  Businesses, nonprofits, churches all welcome.  Please contact Jerry Gosetti for more information.  

Ideas? – Please talk to Jerry.

West Count Physicians – Cheryl will email them and tell them when our next meeting is.   

Town's vacant buildings – The group decide that this should become more of a focus for us - for brainstorming ideas on how to stimulate creative ideas to deal with these dormant opportunities.

Rack Card  

Mary Vilbon offered to help people put together a Charlemont informational card – an events listing.  For instance: the Bone Frog, Yankee Doodle Day, Pentathlon, etc.  We discussed the idea and came up with some thoughts - Karen will give Mary the feedback. 

List Serve

The group decided that as we are a Grassroots organization – We want people to realize that our list serve is a public information forum.  We welcome our members using the email to tell people of events, solicit input on ideas, and build collaboration.  Please be mindful of that we are not allowed to sell items.

Grant Opportunity

Massachusetts Downtown Initiative (MDI) – Grant available and we feel that the town should move forward and apply for the grant.  Rachel will email Beth Bandy.  We are very much behind the idea - if there is information that she needs we are more than 

Possible ideas traffic calming, downtown beautification - however if what you are looking for is specific input we are more than willing to offer help. 

Creating a Bold New Economy: An idea Incubator for Franklin County's Future  

Saturday, November 15, 2014  8:30am-3:30pm at GCC    http://www.greeninggreenfield.org/events/510-creating-a-bold-new-economy-an-idea-incubator-for-franklin-county-s-future
If anyone is one in interested they should go to the meeting – and then report back to the group.

Meeting adjourned at 9pm

Next meeting – Nov 13th  7-9  Location TBD

Have a Happy Halloween!

