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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS PUBLIC MEETING 

TOWN OF CHARLEMONT 
       

July 27, 2015 
 

Members Present: Jacqueline Cashin; Chair, Karen LaClair, Anthony Ostroski. Others Present: Molly Scott. 
 
The meeting was convened at 7:06 p.m. 

1. Molly Scott attended the meeting to discuss a dispute over property ownership on Warner Hill Road. Ms. Scott 
explained that she has owned and paid taxes on a certain parcel of land (Map 13, Parcel 13.1) since the 1970’s. In 
1973, she sold two parcels of land containing 60 acres more or less to the Blinders, intending to exclude a 5 acre 
meadow parcel. The parcels were thenceforth transferred and changed hands several times. In 2014, Daniel Conlon 
conveyed to Vicky Seavey two parcels; which included the parcel Scott intended to reserve for herself.  Scott 
contends that she never conveyed this parcel and that a dispute has ensued between her and Seavey with both parties 
posting No Trespassing signs on the property. Scott produced a letter and Google Earth images in support of her 
ownership. The Assessors explained to Scott that when they inquired about this, they were directed by counsel at the 
Division of Local Services that it must be resolved in Land Court. Scott was informed that the Assessors are directed 
to rely on the records filed in the Registry of Deeds and that they had no ability to change ownership back to her. 
Scott stated that Conlon informed her he never intended to convey the second parcel to Seavey and that it was a 
mistake and produced a survey she recently had done and filed in the Registry of Deeds, which contradicted the 
deed. Assessors advised Scott that the survey still does not change ownership of the property, that they would need 
to seek advice from Town Counsel on how to handle this and that they would advise her as to what they learned.  
Note: After Ms. Scott had left the meeting, she phoned the Assessors to ask them to please consider the fact that 
this parcel of land is very close to her heart in that she has married and buried people on this land and had their 
ashes spread. She wanted to point out that it is not just a piece of property to her. The Board duly noted this.  

2. The Board next informed Ms. Scott that they had received an anonymous complaint that there was an illegal 
residence being rented on her property which had no running water, electricity and no access road to the property. 
Assessors stated that they did not have information about the residence in their records and that the land under it was 
not eligible for Chapter 61. Scott stated she was not renting the property; a cottage but that she did allow someone to 
stay in it occasionally. The Board strongly advised Scott to contact the Building Inspector to ensure that the cottage 
met the requirements of human habitation. The Board also told Scott that they would need to come inspect the 
cottage so it could be added to their records, that she would need to have her Forester figure out the acreage and 
exclude it from her Chapter 61 acreage and that she needed to contact the Board of Health to discuss how she 
intended to handle the lack of sanitary facilities. Molly agreed and said she would contact the Assessors in a couple 
weeks to come inspect the property.  

3. On a motion by Cashin and seconded by LaClair, the Board reviewed and voted to sign the following documents: 
a. Warrant for 2015 motor vehicle commitment #4 
b. Monthly list of abatements for June and July, 2015  

4. On a motion by Cashin and seconded by Ostroski, the Board unanimously approved the Community Software 
Consortium invoice for payment.  

5. The Board reviewed the deeds and building construction report for June, 2015. 
6. The Board discussed the property located at 1475 Route 2. Millett noted that a conversation with the bank recently 

revealed that there were several discrepancies and missing outbuildings. It was decided that the property owner 
would need to be contacted to request an inspection.  

7. At 8:52 p.m., on a motion by Cashin and seconded by LaClair, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn their 
meeting. 

8. At 8:52 p.m., on a motion by Cashin and seconded by LaClair, the Board voted unanimously to enter into Executive 
Session in order to deliberate on pending abatement and/or exemption applications, with the intent to not return to 
open meeting afterwards. 

Roll Call: 
 Voting yes: Cashin, LaClair, Ostroski 
 Voting no: None 
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Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Carlene Millett, 
Assessor’s Secretary 

 
List of Documents Viewed in Public Meeting of July 27, 2015* 

 
1. Deeds, survey, letters and Google Earth images regarding Warner Hill Road property. 
2. Property card, Forest Management Plan and Google Earth images of residence/cottage on 327 Warner Hill Road. 
3. Warrant for 2015 motor vehicle commitment #4 
4. Monthly list of abatements for June and July, 2015  
5. Building construction report for June, 2015 
6. Deeds for June, 2015 
7. Invoice from Community Software Consortium; Fiscal Year 2016. 
8. Property card and Google Earth image for 1475 Route 2. 
 
 
 *Documents are stored in their respective files in the Assessor’s office. 


