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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF ASSESSORS PUBLIC MEETING 

TOWN OF CHARLEMONT 
       

August 31, 2015 
 

Members Present: Jacqueline Cashin; Chair, Karen LaClair, Anthony Ostroski. Others Present: Kathy Reynolds, 
Town Clerk. 
 
The meeting was convened at 7:08 p.m. 

1. The Board reviewed the minutes from their 6/22/15 & 7/27/15 meetings. On a motion by Cashin and seconded by 
LaClair, the Board unanimously approved the minutes as written.  

2. On a motion by Cashin and seconded by LaClair, the Board reviewed and voted to sign the following documents: 
a. Warrant for 2015 motor vehicle commitment #4A 
b. Monthly list of abatements for August, 2015  

3. The Board reviewed the following invoices which were submitted for payment: 
a. Massachusetts Association of Assessing Officers (MAAO) annual dues 
b. Franklin County Assessors Association (FCAA) annual dues 
c. Mayflower Valuation, Ltd.  
d. What’s New in Municipal Law seminar fee 

4. Town Clerk Kathy Reynolds attended the meeting to witness and notarize Assessor’s signatures for 2 Chapter 61 
land liens; Winston Healy Trust and Gribbon Family, LLC. On a motion by Cashin and seconded by Ostroski, the 
Board unanimously voted to sign the land liens. The Board thanked Mrs. Reynolds for providing this service.  

5. The Board reviewed the deeds and building construction reports for July, 2015. 
6. The Board reviewed a flier from Patriot Properties regarding assessing and tax collection database services.  
7. The Board discussed the property inspections needed at 1475 Route 2 and 327 Warner Hill Road and decided on 

Monday, September 14th at 6:00 p.m., right before their meeting. Hayden will contact the owners to set this up. 
8. Hayden informed the Board of the upcoming CSC annual business meeting and the What’s New in Municipal Law 

seminar. Hayden will attend both, however the Board would not be able to attend either.  
9. Hayden informed the Board she had met with their Town Counsel, Jeff Blake regarding the Scott/Seavey property 

dispute. After reviewing all the deeds and recent survey, Blake agreed the ownership was very confusing and 
reiterated what DLS Law had told them; the only way to resolve the ownership would be through Land Court, and 
that Assessors must rely only on the ownership records filed in the deeds. Blake will inform Scott’s counsel of this.  

10. At 8:52 p.m., on a motion by Cashin and seconded by LaClair, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn their 
meeting. 

11. At 8:25 p.m., on a motion by Cashin and seconded by LaClair, the Board voted unanimously to enter into Executive 
Session to discuss strategy with respect to litigation regarding Town of Charlemont v. William Shea, et al., as 
deliberating in open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the litigation, and to deliberate on pending 
abatement and/or exemption applications, pursuant to General Laws Chapter 59, Section 60, with the intent to 
not return to open meeting afterwards. 

Roll Call: 
 Voting yes: Cashin, LaClair, Ostroski 
 Voting no: None 
Motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Carlene Hayden, 
Assessor’s Secretary 
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List of Documents Viewed in Public Meeting of August 31, 2015* 
 

1. Minutes from meetings of 6/22/15 & 7/27/15 
2. Warrant for 2015 motor vehicle commitment #4A, dated 9/8/15 
3. Monthly list of abatements August, 2015 
12. Invoices: 

a. Massachusetts Association of Assessing Officers (MAAO) annual dues, dated 8/5/15 
b. Franklin County Assessors Association (FCAA) annual dues for 7/1/15-6/30/16. 
c. Mayflower Valuation, Ltd. , dated 8/16/15 
d. What’s New in Municipal Law seminar fee 

4. Chapter 61A land liens for Winston Healy Trust, dated 8/31/15 
5. Chapter 61 land lien for Gribbon Family, LLC, dated 8/31/15  
6. Building construction report for July, 2015 
7. Deeds for July, 2015 
8. Letter and flier from Patriot Properties, dated 8/21/15 
9. Notice of CSC annual business meeting on 9/10/15 
10. Notice of What’s New in Municipal Law seminar on 10/1/15 
 
 
 *Documents are stored in their respective files in the Assessor’s office. 


