
Town of Charlemont 

Select Board Meeting Minutes 

February 10, 2016 

 

Attendees: Sarah Reynolds and Beth Bandy (Select Board), Gordon Hathaway (Highway 

Superintendent), Steven A. Mack, PE (Foresight Land Services). 

 

The meeting was called to order at 11:00am at the Charlemont Highway Department office. The 

purpose of the meeting was to explore the possibility of using a temporary bridge to reopen at 

least one bridge on Maxwell Road, which was recently closed after inspection by the 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MA DOT). The meeting included a field trip to 

Maxwell Road to look at the bridges and then a follow up discussion back at the Highway 

Department. 

 

Mr. Mack stated that construction plans would be needed for any temporary bridge. In general, it 

takes two to three months to create these plans and to have them approved by MA DOT in 

Boston. The actual construction process would take about two weeks, once the construction plans 

were approved. Based on similar projects in other places, the construction plan development and 

construction work would likely cost approximately $140,000. Mr. Mack would need to know 

what type of temporary bridge the Town planned to use before preparing an official estimate and 

scope of work. 

 

Attendees discussed how and where to obtain a temporary bridge. Ms. Reynolds has been trying 

to reach the appropriate person at the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), which 

has a temporary bridge in storage in Hawley. If that bridge is not available, it may be possible to 

rent a temporary bridge, although this option can be very expensive. A ballpark figure for rental 

is $4,000 per month/ $48,000 per year. A rental might need to be used for two to three years, for 

a total rental fee of $96,000 - $144,000. 

 

Mr. Mack suggested that a MassWorks grant would be a good possible source of funds for 

permanent replacement of the bridges on Maxwell Road. MassWorks grant applications are due 

in August.  

 

Mr. Mack left the meeting. Ms. Reynolds will follow up with DCR regarding the availability of 

the temporary bridge in Hawley. She then will put Mr. Mack in touch with the appropriate person 

at DCR.  

 

Ms. Bandy will ask Town Administrator Peg Dean to start preparing MassWorks applications.  

Ms. Bandy also will update the bridge inventory spreadsheets as new bridge inspection reports 

arrive from MA DOT. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:15pm.    

        Approved by: 

        Charlemont Board of Selectmen 


