January 27, 2021
File No. 01.0174898.00

Charlemont Conservation Commission
Charlemont Town Hall

157 Main Street

Charlemont, MA 01339

Re: Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Electric Company Pole Replacement in Charlemont, MA
P365 Mohawk Trail (Tax Map 06-020)
Charlemont, Massachusetts

Dear Commission Members:

On behalf of the Massachusetts Electric Company (MECO), GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc. (GZA) is
submitting the enclosed Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA; WPA Form 1, Appendix
A) application per the requirements of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA; M.G.L.
Chapter 131, Section 40) for necessary utility maintenance scheduled to be performed in
Charlemont, Massachusetts. The proposed work includes the replacement of Pole P365 located
along Mohawk Trail (Route 2) in Charlemont, Massachusetts (Project Area; see Figures 1 and 2).

The primary purpose of the proposed work is to ensure reliable electrical service delivery to
customers in the area. The proposed pole replacement is located within the 200-foot Riverfront
Area of a perennial stream, the Deerfield River; therefore, this RDA is being submitted under the
WPA and its companion regulations, 310 CMR 10.00. The work is considered normal maintenance
of an existing facility used in the service of providing electricity to the public. No change in use or
significant increase in size of Pole P365 will result from the maintenance work proposed.
Therefore, MECO is planning to perform this work as exempt maintenance in accordance with the
provision of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (MGL 131-40) and Regulations 310 CMR
10.02(2)(a)(2), stating that activities conducted to maintain existing structures used to provide
electric services to the public, if these activities utilize best management practices to avoid or
minimize impacts to wetland resource areas, are considered exempt activities. Construction is
expected to occur in MECQ’s 2021 construction season. The sections below provide information
regarding the proposed activities and avoidance and mitigation measures.

EXISTING CONDITIONS

The Project Area includes a portion of a 19-acre parcel located at approximately 716 Tower Road
in the Town of Charlemont, Massachusetts. Pole P365 is located along an existing earthen farm
access road which may be accessed from the intersection of Tower Road and Mohawk Trail across
from a paved turnout area. The access road along the edge of the farm field is approximately ten
feet wide and there are vegetated grass areas adjacent to Pole P365 and access road. The area
surrounding Pole P365 consists of farmland bounded by the Deerfield River to the east, Mohawk
Trail (Route 2) to the north, and farmland to the south and west.
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JURISDICTIONAL RESOURCE AREAS

The Project Area assessment and boundary delineation was conducted by GZA field staff in November 2020 in accordance
with definitions in the federal Clean Water Act (Section 404). The wetland delineation was conducted in accordance with
the 1987 Corps of Engineers Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual’, using the Routine Determination Method;
in conjunction with the Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual®> (Regional
Supplement), consistent with the 1995 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection handbook titled
Delineating Bordering Vegetated Wetlands under the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act®, the National Plant List:
2016 wetlands rankings®, Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the United States Version 8.2°, and Field Indicators for Identifying
Hydric Soils in New England®. Observed wetlands were classified in accordance with the Classification of Wetlands and
Deepwater Habitats of the United States — Second Edition’.

GZA completed a wetland assessment and resource delineation on November 23, 2020. Our findings indicate that Pole
P365 is located within the 200-foot Riverfront Area (310 CMR 10.55) of the Bank (310 CMR 10.54) associated with the
Deerfield River. The resources were demarcated in the field with sequentially labeled flagging and located using a
handheld GPS unit with sub-meter accuracy. A description of the wetland resource areas is provided below.

WETLAND RESOURCE DESCRIPTIONS

Bank: One Bank limit, associated with the western limit of the Deerfield River (a perennial stream), was delineated within
the Project Area. The delineated bank exhibited a distinct topographic break. Flags (A1 -A10) were placed at the upper
topographic break which extended southeast to northwest along the western edge of the Deerfield River. The proposed
pole replacement is located approximately 80 feet from the nearest edge of bank (Flag A5).

Riverfront Area: Pole P365 is located within the 200-foot Riverfront Area established by the Deerfield River.
No Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) resource areas were observed within the Project Area.

DESKTOP ASSESSMENT

In addition to the field assessment for wetland resources on the parcel, GZA also reviewed the MassGIS OLIVER® data
layers for natural resource features including DEP wetlands, NWI wetlands, and rare species habitat. The desktop review
for the proposed work indicated that there is a mapped DEP waterbody (Deerfield River) located approximately 100 feet
from Pole P365 and that Pole P365 is mapped within NHESP Priority & Estimated Habitat associated with the Deerfield
River. The Deerfield River is considered a Coldwater Fisheries Resource.

1U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Environmental Laboratory. 1987. Corps of Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual, Technical Report Y-87-1, U.S.
Army Engineer Waterways Experiment Station, Vicksburg, Mississippi

2 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 2012. Regional Supplement to the Corps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Northcentral and Northeast Region
(Version 2.0), ed. J.S. Wakeley, R.W. Lichvar, C.V. Noble and J.F. Berkowitz. ERDC/EL TR-12-1. Vicksburg, Mississippi; U.S. Army Engineer Research and
Development Center

3310 CMR: Department of Environmental Protection; Wetlands Protection Act

4 Lichvar, R.W., D.L. Banks, W.N. Kirchner, and N.C. Melvin. 2016. The National Plant List: 2016 wetland rankings. Phytoneuron 2016-30: 1-17

5 United States Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation Service, 2018. Field Indicators of Hydric Soils in the United States,
Version 8.2. L.M. Vasilas, G.W. Hurt, and J.F. Berkowitz (eds.). USDA, NRCS, in cooperation with the National Technical Committee for Hydric Soils

6 New England Hydric Soils Technical Committee. 2019. Version 4. Field Indicators for Identifying Hydric Soils in New England, New England
Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission, Lowell, Massachusetts

7 Federal Geographic Data Committee. 2013. Classification of Wetlands and Deepwater Habitats of the United States. FGDT-STD-004-2013, 2nd
edition. Wetlands Subcommittee, Federal Geographic Data Committee and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington, DC
8 http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/map_ol/oliver.php
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Pole P365 will be cut and the pole stub will be removed from the ground. The resulting hole will be backfilled if it cannot
be used for the new pole. If a new hole is required, it will be drilled adjacent to the existing pole location to a depth of
approximately six (6) feet below surface grade using a truck mounted auger. The disturbed area for the new pole would
be minor in nature (approximately 18 inches in diameter), representing the footprint of a typical utility pole at its base.
Photographs are provided in Appendix B for reference. The pole replacement should take no more than one day to
complete.

Through the implementation of appropriate Best Management Practices (BMPs), no significant impacts to resource areas
or associated buffer zones are anticipated (Appendix C).

WORK ACTIVITIES, BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES, AND RESOURCE PROTECTION

MECO has established procedures that are to be followed by all employees accessing and performing construction and
maintenance activities on transmission and distribution rights-of-way (ROWs). These procedures, discussed in National
Grid’s Environmental Guidance for ROW Access, Maintenance, and Construction Best Management Practices (EG-303NE),
ensure that MECQO’s projects are completed in accordance with applicable environmental laws and regulations, as well as
company policies and compliance objectives. A copy of EG-303NE is available upon request. This maintenance work will
be completed using conventional overhead electric power line construction and access techniques, as follows:

Erosion and Sediment Control Barriers

Ground disturbance associated with the work will be minimal. If necessary, sediment controls will be installed prior to
construction to protect adjacent resource areas. Proposed sediment control barriers may include fiber rolls, straw bales,
and/or similar treatment. Sediment barriers will remain in place and maintained until work is complete and disturbed
areas are stabilized.

Construction Access

The Project Area and work location will be accessed from the existing earthen farm access road which may be accessed
from the intersection of Tower Road and Mohawk Trail (Route 2). Work will occur along this earthen farm access road and
within the vegetated grass areas adjacent to Pole P365. Disturbance to previously undisturbed areas will not be necessary;
however, maintenance tree trimming may be required to provide adequate clearance to overhead wires.

Restoration

Temporarily disturbed areas will be stabilized and the pole installation Project Area will be restored to preconstruction
conditions to the extent practicable. All construction materials, vehicles, and nonbiodegradable sediment controls will be
removed from the Project Area upon completion of work.

PROTECTION OF RARE SPECIES

The United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) review indicates that
Pole P365 is located within Northern Long-eared Bat (NLEB) habitat. According to the Natural Heritage & Endangered
Species Program (NHESP), Pole P365 is not located within % mile of any known winter hibernacula or maternity roost
trees. GZA anticipates no tree clearing would be required for the pole replacement work, therefore no further consultation
with the USFWS is required.
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The proposed replacement of Pole P365 is located approximately 80 feet from the nearest edge of the Deerfield Riverbank
(Figure 2). The proposed work is located within NHESP Priority Habitat 2031 and Estimated Habitat 1341. GZA
corresponded with NHESP, who indicated that the species associated with this location include an invertebrate species,
the Oscellated Darner (Boyeria grafiana), and a fish species, the Longnose Sucker (Catostomus catostomus). After GZA's
consultation with NHESP in December 2020, NHESP confirmed that the pole replacement is approved under National
Grid’s Operation and Maintenance Plan, provided appropriate erosion control BMPs are implemented.

CONCLUSION

We trust that the enclosed information meets the requirements of the WPA, and we respectfully request that you consider
this application and issue a Negative Determination under this filing. Should you have any questions or comments
regarding this submittal, or if you require additional information, please contact Alyssa Noyes at (781) 248-8390 or
alyssa.noyes@gza.com.

Sincerely,
GZA GEOENVIRONMENTAL, INC.

Alyssa R. Noyes Kimberly K. Degutis, PWS, CESCL
Project Manager Consultant/Reviewer

Deborah M. Zarta Gier, CNRP
Principal-in-Charge

Attachments: Figure 1 — Locus Map
Figure 2 — Environmental Resources Maps
Appendix A— RDA WPA Form 1
Appendix B — Representative Photographs
Appendix C— BMP Detail

CC: MassDEP Wetlands and Waterways, Western Region

\\gzanor\jobs\170,000-179,999\174898\174898-00.arn\task 1 - monroe charlemont ma\03_charlemont rda & nhesp\01_ngrid charlemont rda narrative final.docx
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Appendix A — Request for Determination of Applicability WPA Form 1



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Charlemont

City/Town
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, 840
A. General Information
Important: . ]
When filing out 1. Applicant:
forms on the Massachusetts Electric Company James.Rynes@nationalgrid.com
computer, use Name E-Mail Address
only the tab key
to move your 40 Sylvan Road
cursor - do not Malllng Address
use the return Waltham MA 02451
key. City/Town State Zip Code
(978) 337-6988
Phone Number Fax Number (if applicable)
2. Representative (if any):
GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.
Firm
Alyssa Noyes alyssa.noyes@gza.com
Contact Name E-Mail Address
249 Vanderbilt Avenue
Mailing Address
Norwood MA 02062
City/Town State Zip Code
(781) 248-8390
Phone Number Fax Number (if applicable)
B. Determinations
1. Irequestthe Charlemont make the following determination(s). Check any that apply:

Conservation Commission

] a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to
jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act.

[] b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s) depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced
below are accurately delineated.

X c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act.

X d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the jurisdiction
of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of:

Charlemont
Name of Municipality

[] e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for work in the Riverfront Area as
depicted on referenced plan(s).

wpaforml.doc « rev. 7/27/2020 WPA Form 1 — Request for Determination of Applicability « Page 1 of 4



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Charlemont
City/Town

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, 8§40

C. Project Description

1. a. Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request):

716 Tower Road (along Mohawk Trail/Route 2) Charlemont
Street Address City/Town

6 20

Assessors Map/Plat Number Parcel/Lot Number

b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary):

The Project Site includes a portion of a 19.00-acre parcel located at approximately 716 Tower Road
in the Town of Charlemont, Massachusetts. Pole P365 is located along an existing earthen farm
access road which may be accessed from the intersection of Tower Road and Mohawk Trail directly
from a paved turnout area. The access road along the edge of the farm field is approximately ten feet
wide and there are vegetated grass areas adjacent to the pole and access road. The area
surrounding the pole consists of farmland bounded by the Deerfield River to the east, Mohawk Trail
(Route 2) to the north, and farmland to the south and west. See attached narrative for additional
detail.

c. Plan and/or Map Reference(s):

USGS Locus Map 12/21/2020
Title Date
Environmental Resources Map 12/10/2020
Title Date
Title Date

2. a. Work Description (use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, if necessary):

The proposed work includes the replacement of Pole P365 located along Mohawk Trail (Route 2) in
Charlemont, Massachusetts. Pole P365 will be cut and the stub will be removed from the ground. The
resulting hole will be backfilled if it cannot be used for the new pole. If a new hole is required, it will be dug
adjacent to the existing pole location to a depth of approximately six (6) feet below surface grade using a
truck mounted auger. The disturbed area for the new pole would be minor in nature (approximately 18
inches in diameter), representing the footprint of a typical utility pole at its base. The pole replacement
should take no more than a day to complete. Through the implementation of appropriate Best
Management Practices (BMPs), no significant impacts to resource areas or associated buffer zones are
anticipated. See attached narrative for additional detail.

wpaforml.doc « rev. 7/27/2020 WPA Form 1 — Request for Determination of Applicability « Page 2 of 4



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Charlemont

City/Town
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, 8§40

C. Project Description (cont.)

b. Identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant
from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if
necessary).

The proposed pole replacement is located within the 200-foot Riverfront Area of a perennial stream,
the Deerfield River. The work is considered normal maintenance of an existing facility used in the
service of providing electricity to the public. No change in use or significant increase in size will result
from the maintenance work proposed. Therefore, this work qualifies as exempt maintenance in
accordance with the provision of the WPA Regulations 310 CMR 10.02(2)(a)(2), stating that activities
conducted to maintain existing structures used to provide electric services to the public, if these
activities utilize best management practices to avoid or minimize impacts to wetland resource areas,
are considered exempt activities. See attached narrative for additional detail.

3. a. Ifthis application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for work in the
Riverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project.

[] Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96
Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96
Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96

Project, other than a single-family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot
before 8/7/96

New agriculture or aquaculture project
Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96

Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed
restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision

Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project
Municipal project

District, county, state, or federal government project

Ooooo gooo goodg

Project required to evaluate off-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an
Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection.

b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification
above (use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)

wpaforml.doc « rev. 7/27/2020 WPA Form 1 — Request for Determination of Applicability « Page 3 of 4



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Charlemont
City/Town

WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

D. Signatures and Submittal Requirements

| hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Request for Determination of Applicability
and accompanying plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the best of my
knowledge.

| further certify that the property owner, if different from the applicant, and the appropriate DEP Regional
Office were sent a complete copy of this Request (including all appropriate documentation)
simultaneously with the submittal of this Request to the Conservation Commission.

Failure by the applicant to send copies in a timely manner may result in dismissal of the Request for
Determination of Applicability.

Name and address of the property owner:

MECO has an easement
Name

Mailing Address

City/Town

State Zip Code

Signatures:

| also understand that notification of this Request will be placed in a local newspaper at my expense
in accordance with Section 10.05(3)(b)(1) of the Wetlands Protection Act regulations.

‘3‘5‘“'““»% ‘d, 1/28/2021

Signature of Applicant - Date
1/28/2021

Signature of Representative (if any) Date

wpaform1.doc « rev. 7/27/2020 WPA Form 1 — Request for Determination of Applicability « Page 4 of 4



Appendix B — Representative Photographs



Photographic Log

Client Name: Site Location: Project No.
National Grid Pole P365, Mohawk Trail, Charlemont, Massachusetts 01.0174898.00

Photo No. Date:
1 11/24/20

Direction Photo Taken:
Southeast

Description:

View looking along
existing access to Pole
P365 along the edge of
the farm field (typical).

Photo No. Date:

2 11/24/20
Direction Photo Taken:
Northwest
Description:

View looking at Pole P365
project site.

Page 1 of 2




Photographic Log

Client Name: Site Location: Project No.
National Grid Pole P365, Mohawk Trail, Charlemont, Massachusetts 01.0174898.00
Photo No. Date:
3 11/24/20
Direction Photo Taken:
North
Description:

View looking at Flag A9
along the bank of the
Deerfield River.

Photo No. Date:
4 11/24/20

Direction Photo Taken:

Northeast

Description:

View looking at (blue)
Flag A7 along the bank of
the Deerfield River
(typical).

Page 2 of 2




Appendix C — Best Management Practices (BMP) Detail



File: SiltSOXX

Best Management Fractices I Frotection (Lndpter o)

BMP DETAIL

SCALE: NONE

MINIMUM CLEARANCE

DISTRIBUTION POLE\ DETERMINED IN FIELD ‘1AREA 10 BE

STRAW WATTLE PROTECTEDZ

T 2 _WORK ARE Az‘é - (SEE SEC—5 DETAIL)

S, N

o
7

STRAW WATTLE
(SEE SEC—5 DETAIL)

~.Z-J'\REA TO BE
PROTECTED—Z-_

DISTRIBUTION POLE
A1\0

T Z-WORK AREA—> _

WOODEN STAKE
(SEE SEC-5 DETAIL)

PLAN

NOTES

1. PRODUCT TO BE STRAW WATTLE OR APPROVED EQUAL BY NATIONAL GRID ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST (SEE
SEC—5 BMP DETAIL).

2. STRAW BALE BARRIER PER SEC-1 BMP DETAIL TO BE AN AVAILABLE ALTERNATE DEPENDING ON SITE
CONDITIONS AT THE DIRECTION OF NATIONAL GRID ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST (SEE FIGURE 2).
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SEC-12
APPROVED BY: VICE PRESIDENT, ENVIRONMENTAL DISTRIBUTION POLE
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VERSION PLEASE REFER TO THE. NATIONAL GRID ENVIRONMENTAL INFONET SITE. SEDIMENT CONTROL




