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TO:   Franklin County Septic Designers and Installers 
FROM: Andrea Crete, RS, MPH, Regional Health Director  
DATE:  Approved 3/27/2013  
RE:   New CPHS Uniform Title-5 Sand Testing Policy 
 
 T h e  F r a n k l i n  C o u n t y  C o o p e r a t i v e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e  ( C P H S )  i s  
p r o v i d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  t o  s e v e r a l  B o a r d s  o f  H e a l t h  i n  F r a n k l i n  
C o u n t y .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  a  u n i f o r m  l e v e l  o f  c o n s u m e r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o l i c y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t e s t i n g  o f  T i t l e - 5  s a n d  w i l l  b e  u s e d .  

 310 CMR 15.255(3)  requires  that  a  s ieve analys is  shal l  be performed on a  
representat ive  sample  of a l l  mater ia ls  used for  “Construct ion in  F i l l ” .   310 
CMR 15.255(4)  a l lows that  the local  Board of  Health  may require that  a  
minimum of  one representative sample be taken from the in -place f i l l  for  a  
system serving a  s ingle  family residen ce and tested for compliance with 
the grain size  requirements .  
 
In  order to  comply with the above requirements ,  Septic  Instal lers  wil l  
need to furnish copies  of  sand analysis  report(s)  for the materials  being 
used pursuant  to  15.255.  These analyses may be furnished by the sand 
supplier provided they meet  the Tit le -5 code requirem ent  for being a  
representative  sample .  The fol lowing process wil l  be  used:  
 
1 .   S u p p l i e r - p r o v i d e d  T i t l e - 5  S a n d  a n a l y s e s  s h a l l  b e  l e s s  t h a n  o n e  y e a r  
o l d .  
2 .   S a n d  s u p p l i e r s  s h a l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  S e p t i c  
I n s t a l l e r  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  b y  f o l l o w i n g  a  w r i t t e n  Q u a l i t y  A s s u r a n c e  P l a n  ( Q A P )  
w h i c h  d o c u m e n t s  t h e  m e t h o d ( s )  u s e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a  s a m p l e  r e p o r t  
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  b e i n g  s u p p l i e d  f o r  u s e .  T h e  Q A P  s h a l l  i n d i c a t e  
w h e r e  t h e  s a m p l e  w a s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  p i t  o r  p i l e ,  a n d  h o w  i t  w a s  h a n d l e d ,  
c o m p o s i t e d ,  o r  b l e n d e d .  
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3 .   T h e  s a n d  s u p p l i e r ’ s  Q A P  s h a l l  b e  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  u p o n  r e q u e s t  t o  a n y  S e p t i c  
I n s t a l l e r  o r  B o a r d  o f  H e a l t h ,  a t  n o  c h a r g e .  
 
4 .   I f  the  above requ irements  can  not be  met ,  the  Sept ic  Ins ta l ler  sha l l  fo l low 
15.255(4)  and  c o l lect  a  representat ive  sample  f rom each  sys tem being  ins ta l led .  
 
5 .  The Sept ic  Ins ta l ler  sha l l  cer t i fy  that  th is  process  is  be ing  fo l lowed and  sha l l  
prov ide  cop ies  o f  a l l  sand  s ieve  ana lyses  a long  with  a  B i l l -o f -Lading  connected  to 
the  tes ted  mater ia l s ,  as  par t  o f  the  s ign -of f  on  the Cer t i f i cate  of  Compl iance 
fo l lowing  sys tem ins ta l lat ion ,  per  15.021(3) .   
 

Should you have any quest ions ,  p lease feel  f ree to  ca l l  or  emai l .  
Andrea Crete, RS, MPH     413-774-3167 x106 
or  acrete@frcog.org 
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